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Treatment of Convenience Stores as “Essential Businesses” Under COVID-19 Executive Actions

Executive Action Treatment of Convenience Stores

Alabama

Alaska

Arizona

Arkansas

California

Colorado

Connecticut

State Health Officer
Order

Health Mandate 003 |
Press Release

Executive Order 2020-09

Department of Health
Directive

Executive Order N-33-20

| Guidance

Updated Notice of Public
Health Order 20-22 |
Executive Order 2020
013

Executive Order No. 7D |
Executive Order No. 7G |

Prohibits any restaurant, bar, brewery, and certain other food service establishments from permitting on-
premises consumption of food or drink, but permits offering food for take-out or delivery, provided the social
distancing protocols are met (e.g., maintaining a consistent 6-foot distance between persons).

Closes all bars, breweries, restaurants, food and beverage kiosks or trucks, and other establishments serving
food or beverages to public dine-in service, but permits use of delivery service, window service, drive-
through service etc.

Excludes places of public accommodation that offer food and beverage not for on-premises consumption,
including grocery stores, markets, convenience stores, drug stores, etc., with the exception of their self-
service buffets and salad bars.

Requires all restaurants in counties with confirmed cases of COVID-19 to close access to on-site dining, but
permits continued service through pick-up, delivery, and drive through operations.

Requires food retail establishments to close on-site dining, but permits service to remain open for carry-out,
drive through and delivery.

Allows essential services to remain open, including gas stations, grocery stores, farmers markets, food banks,
convenience stores, take-out and delivery restaurants, banks, etc.

Applies restrictions on several places of public accommodation, excluding places that offer food and
beverage not for on-premises consumption, convenience stores, pharmacies, drug stores, etc.

Requires employers to reduce in-person work by at least 50 percent.

Allows essential services to remain open, including grocery stores, gas stations and convenience stores,
pharmacies, food and beverage manufacturers, take-out and delivery restaurants, banks, insurance companies,
etc.



http://www.alabamapublichealth.gov/legal/assets/order-adph-cov-gatherings-031720.pdf
http://www.alabamapublichealth.gov/legal/assets/order-adph-cov-gatherings-031720.pdf
https://gov.alaska.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/03172020-SOA-COVID-19-Health-Mandate-003.pdf
https://gov.alaska.gov/newsroom/2020/03/17/governor-issues-covid-19-health-mandates-003-and-004/
https://azgovernor.gov/sites/default/files/eo_2020-09_1.pdf
https://www.healthy.arkansas.gov/images/uploads/pdf/Directive_03.19.2020_final.pdf
https://www.healthy.arkansas.gov/images/uploads/pdf/Directive_03.19.2020_final.pdf
https://covid19.ca.gov/img/Executive-Order-N-33-20.pdf
https://covid19.ca.gov/stay-home-except-for-essential-needs/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14X5zbYPY7LJ8zzzSv_GcApJauFmsc5Ju/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14X5zbYPY7LJ8zzzSv_GcApJauFmsc5Ju/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LQpL1oDurg4Iiasq_d6Cu_v2zM_0IMd3/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LQpL1oDurg4Iiasq_d6Cu_v2zM_0IMd3/view
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-Executive-Orders/Executive-Order-No-7D.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-Executive-Orders/Executive-Order-No-7G.pdf
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Delaware

D.C.

Florida

Georgia

Hawaii

Idaho

Illinois

Indiana

Towa

Executive Order No. 7H

Modified Declaration of
State of Emergency 4 |
Modified Declaration of
State of Emergency 5

Mayor’s Order 2020-053

Executive Order No. 20-
70 | Executive Order No.
20-71

Supplemental
Proclamation No. 3

Executive Order 2020-08

Executive Order 20-08 |
Executive Order 20-10

Proclamation of Disaster
Emergency | Press
Release

Requires all restaurants and eating establishments to only serve food for off-premises consumption.

Allows essential services to remain open, including businesses that sell or distribute gasoline or road-use
diesel in any form, businesses that sell groceries or food, and carry-out and quick serve food operations.

Allows essential services can remain open, including gas stations, stores that sell food and household
products (including convenience stores) and facilities that prepare and serve food for off-premise
consumption.

Requires all restaurants and food establishments to suspend on-premise food consumption.
Provides that essential services will remain open, including grocery stores, pharmacies, gas stations, and

convenience stores, except for portions of such establishments that provide alcohol and/or food service with
seating for more than 10 people.

Allows essential services to remain open, including gas stations, stores that sell groceries and medicine
(including convenience stores) and facilities that prepare and serve food for off-premise consumption.

Allows essential services to remain open, including gas stations, stores that sell groceries and medicine
(including convenience stores) and facilities that prepare and serve food for off-premise consumption.

Allows essential services to remain open, including gas stations, stores that sell groceries and medicine
(including convenience stores) and facilities that prepare and serve food for off-premise consumption.

Closes restaurants and bars to the general public, except to the extent they sell food or beverages that are
promptly taken from the premises (e.g., carry-out or drive-through).


https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-Executive-Orders/Executive-Order-No-7H.pdf?la=en
https://governor.delaware.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/24/2020/03/Fourth-Modification-to-State-of-Emergency-03222020.pdf
https://governor.delaware.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/24/2020/03/Fourth-Modification-to-State-of-Emergency-03222020.pdf
https://governor.delaware.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/24/2020/03/Fifth-Modification-to-State-of-Emergency-03222020.pdf
https://governor.delaware.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/24/2020/03/Fifth-Modification-to-State-of-Emergency-03222020.pdf
https://coronavirus.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/mayormb/release_content/attachments/Mayor%27s%20Order%202020-053%20Closure%20of%20Non-Essential%20Businesses%20and%20Prohibiti....pdf
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/orders/2020/EO_20-70.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/orders/2020/EO_20-70.pdf
https://governor.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/2003162-ATG_Third-Supplementary-Proclamation-for-COVID-19-signed.pdf
https://governor.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/2003162-ATG_Third-Supplementary-Proclamation-for-COVID-19-signed.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/Documents/ExecOrders/2020/ExecutiveOrder-2020-10.pdf
https://www.in.gov/gov/files/Executive_Order_20-08_Stay_at_Home.pdf
https://www.in.gov/gov/files/Executive%20Order%2020-10%20(Enforcement%20of%20In-Person%20Dining%20Prohibition).pdf
https://governor.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Public%20Health%20Proclamation%20-%202020.03.17.pdf
https://governor.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Public%20Health%20Proclamation%20-%202020.03.17.pdf
https://governor.iowa.gov/press-release/gov-reynolds-issues-a-state-of-public-health-disaster-emergency
https://governor.iowa.gov/press-release/gov-reynolds-issues-a-state-of-public-health-disaster-emergency
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Kansas

Kentucky

Louisiana

Maine

Maryland

Massachusetts

Michigan

Minnesota

Mississippi

Executive Order 20-04 |
Press Release

Executive Order 2020-
246

Proclamation No. 33 JBE
2020

Emergency Order 19 FY
19/20

Executive Order |
Interpretive Guidance

Does not restrict “mass gatherings” of 50+ people in retail food establishments (e.g., grocery stores,
convenience stores, farmer’s markets, etc.), if they preserve social distancing of 6 feet between tables,
booths, and the ordering counter and cease self-service of unpackaged foods.

Allows life-sustaining retail services to remain open, including gas stations and convenience stores.

Allows essential services to remain open, including gas stations, grocery stores, farmers markets, food banks,
convenience stores, take-out and delivery restaurants, banks, etc.

Allows essential businesses to remain open, including businesses that sell grocery and household goods (in
such as convenience stores) and gas stations.

Allows essential services to remain open, including gas stations, grocery stores, farmers markets, food banks,
convenience stores, take-out and delivery restaurants, banks, etc.

Executive Order No. 13 |
Essential Business List

Allows essential businesses to remain open, including convenience stores and retail fuel centers such as gas
stations and truck stops.

Executive Order 2020-21

Emergency Executive
Order 20-04

Executive Order No.
1463

Allows essential services to remain open, including gas stations, grocery stores, farmers markets, food banks,
convenience stores, take-out and delivery restaurants, banks, etc.

Requires all bars and restaurants to close unless for delivery service, window service, walk-up service, drive-
through service, or drive-up service and limit their occupancy to under five people.

Exempts places that offer food and beverage not for on premises consumption, including convenience stores.

Prohibits gatherings of 10+ patrons/customers in a single room.


https://governor.kansas.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/20-04-Executed.pdf
https://governor.kansas.gov/governor-kelly-outlines-new-executive-orders-to-improve-public-safety-regarding-covid-19-pandemic/
https://governor.ky.gov/attachments/20200322_Executive-Order_2020-246_Retail.pdf
https://governor.ky.gov/attachments/20200322_Executive-Order_2020-246_Retail.pdf
https://gov.louisiana.gov/assets/Proclamations/2020/JBE-33-2020.pdf
https://gov.louisiana.gov/assets/Proclamations/2020/JBE-33-2020.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/sites/maine.gov.governor.mills/files/inline-files/An%20Order%20Regarding%20Essential%20Businesses%20and%20Operations%20.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/sites/maine.gov.governor.mills/files/inline-files/An%20Order%20Regarding%20Essential%20Businesses%20and%20Operations%20.pdf
https://governor.maryland.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Gatherings-THIRD-AMENDED-3.23.20.pdf
https://governor.maryland.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/OLC-Interpretive-Guidance-COVID19-04.pdf
https://www.mass.gov/doc/march-23-2020-essential-services-and-revised-gatherings-order/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/covid-19-essential-services/download
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/0,9309,7-387-90499_90705-522626--,00.html
https://mn.gov/governor/assets/2020_03_16_EO_20_04_Bars_Restaurants_tcm1055-423380.pdf
https://mn.gov/governor/assets/2020_03_16_EO_20_04_Bars_Restaurants_tcm1055-423380.pdf
https://www.sos.ms.gov/Education-Publications/ExecutiveOrders/1463.pdf
https://www.sos.ms.gov/Education-Publications/ExecutiveOrders/1463.pdf
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Missouri
Montana

Nebraska

Nevada

New Hampshire

New Jersey

New Mexico

New York

North Carolina

Directed Health Measure
Order 2020-001 | Press
Release | DHHS
Guidance

NHR Risk Mitigation
Initiative

Executive Order No. 107

Public Health Emergency
Order

Executive Order No.
202.6 | Executive Order
No. 202.8

Executive Order
No. 118

Allows essential services to remain open, including essential retail like gas stations and convenience stores.

Prohibits restaurants from offering dine-in service for 10+ patrons/customers in a single room, and
encourages them to prepare and serve food for consumption off-premises.

Prohibits gatherings of 10+ patrons/customers in a single room in certain counties (e.g., Cass Douglas, Sarpy,
and Washington counties) and advises other counties to follow this recommendation.

Excludes retail or grocery stores where large numbers of people are present but it is typically unusual for
them to be within 6 feet of one another.

Requires all restaurants and bars to close their dine-in facilities and encourages non-essential businesses to
have employees work remotely or telecommute.

Provides that essential services and sectors include, but are not limited to, public safety agencies, healthcare
services, utilities, grocery stores, supermarkets, hardware stores, convenience stores, banks, gas stations, and

truck stops.

Allows essential services to remain open, including grocery stores, retail functions of gas stations,
convenience stores, and restaurants as long as they only offer food delivery and/or take-out services.

Allows essential services can remain open, including gas stations, stores that sell groceries (including
convenience stores) and facilities that prepare and serve food for off-premise consumption.

Allows essential services to remain open, including healthcare, utilities, transportation infrastructure,
manufacturing, grocery stores, pharmacies, news media, construction, and vendors of essential services.



https://www.dropbox.com/s/sk95elfp6bnefsv/DHM%203.19.2020.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/sk95elfp6bnefsv/DHM%203.19.2020.pdf?dl=0
https://governor.nebraska.gov/press/gov-ricketts-announces-directed-health-measure-cass-douglas-sarpy-washington-counties
https://governor.nebraska.gov/press/gov-ricketts-announces-directed-health-measure-cass-douglas-sarpy-washington-counties
https://www.dropbox.com/s/xydt3l8je28fzox/DHHS%20Guidance%203.16.2020%207.40pm.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/xydt3l8je28fzox/DHHS%20Guidance%203.16.2020%207.40pm.pdf?dl=0
http://gov.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/govnewnvgov/Content/News/Press/2020/NV_Health_Response_COVID19.pdf
http://gov.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/govnewnvgov/Content/News/Press/2020/NV_Health_Response_COVID19.pdf
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-107.pdf
https://www.governor.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/COVID-19-DOH-Order-fv.pdf
https://www.governor.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/COVID-19-DOH-Order-fv.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/no-2026-continuing-temporary-suspension-and-modification-laws-relating-disaster-emergency
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/no-2026-continuing-temporary-suspension-and-modification-laws-relating-disaster-emergency
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/EO_202.8.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/EO_202.8.pdf
https://files.nc.gov/governor/documents/files/EO118.pdf
https://files.nc.gov/governor/documents/files/EO118.pdf
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North Dakota

Ohio

Oklahoma

Oregon

Pennsylvania

Rhode Island

South Carolina

South Dakota

Ohio Department of
Health Order

Executive Order 20-07 |
Press Release | Executive
Order No. 20-12

Executive Order | Press
Release | Full List of
Essential Services

Press Release

Emergency Order No.
2020-10

Requires all restaurants and bars to close, exempting grocery stores, gas stations, and convenience stores and
will remain open, though they may not serve sit-down food.

Allows essential services to remain open, including gas stations and businesses needed for transportation,
convenience stores, and restaurants that prepare and serve food for consumption off-premises.

Requires the closure of certain retail businesses, but does not require convenience stores or gas stations to
close.

Prohibits restaurants, bars, food courts, coffee shops, or other similar establishments that offer food or drink
from offering on-premises consumption, but permits such establishments to offer food or drink for off-
premises consumption or for delivery, provided they implement social distancing protocols of at least 3 feet
between customers ordering, waiting, or in line.

Allows all life sustaining services to remain open, including gas stations, grocery stores, general merchandise
stores, etc. and permits restaurants to offer drive-through food and beverage service.

Directs restaurants, bars, and other food establishments to close dine-in services (i.e., no on-premise food
consumption for restaurants, bars, coffee shops, or other food establishments, though establishments may
continue to conduct pick-up, drive-thru, and delivery only).

Directs restaurants and other food service establishments that prepare, produce, or otherwise offer/sell food
or beverages for on-premises consumption or dine-in consumption to suspend such services, except permits
the preparation, production, or offering of food or beverages for off-premises consumption.

Does not apply to grocery stores, pharmacies, convenience stores, gas stations, or charitable food distribution

sites to the extent that such entities prepare, produce, or otherwise offer, sell, or distribute prepared food, but
clarifies that on-premises, sit-down food or beverage service within these facilities is prohibited.

Encourages business models that do not involve public gatherings, like takeout and drive-through services.


https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/OHOOD/2020/03/22/file_attachments/1407840/Stay%20Home%20Order.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/OHOOD/2020/03/22/file_attachments/1407840/Stay%20Home%20Order.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/gov/Documents/executive_orders/eo_20-07.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/newsroom/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?newsid=36192&utm_source=Portal&utm_medium=03%2D16%2D2020%20Press%20Release&utm_campaign=Coronavirus%20Message
https://govsite-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/jkAULYKcSh6DoDF8wBM0_EO%2020-12.pdf
https://govsite-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/jkAULYKcSh6DoDF8wBM0_EO%2020-12.pdf
https://www.governor.pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/20200319-TWW-COVID-19-business-closure-order.pdf
https://www.governor.pa.gov/newsroom/all-non-life-sustaining-businesses-in-pennsylvania-to-close-physical-locations-as-of-8-pm-today-to-slow-spread-of-covid-19/
https://www.governor.pa.gov/newsroom/all-non-life-sustaining-businesses-in-pennsylvania-to-close-physical-locations-as-of-8-pm-today-to-slow-spread-of-covid-19/
https://www.scribd.com/document/452553026/UPDATED-5-45pm-March-21-2020-Industry-Operation-Guidance
https://www.scribd.com/document/452553026/UPDATED-5-45pm-March-21-2020-Industry-Operation-Guidance
https://www.ri.gov/press/view/37924
https://governor.sc.gov/sites/default/files/Documents/Executive-Orders/2020-03-17%20eFILED%20Executive%20Order%20No.%202020-10%20-%20Directing%20Additional%20Emergency%20Measures%20Due%20to%20COVID-19.pdf
https://governor.sc.gov/sites/default/files/Documents/Executive-Orders/2020-03-17%20eFILED%20Executive%20Order%20No.%202020-10%20-%20Directing%20Additional%20Emergency%20Measures%20Due%20to%20COVID-19.pdf
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Tennessee

Texas

Utah

Vermont

Virginia

Washington

West Virginia

Wisconsin

Executive Order No.
2020-08

Executive Order GA-08 |
Press Release

State Public Health Order
| Press Release

Emergency Order No. 01-
20 | Addendum 2 to
Executive Order 01-20 |
Press Release

Executive Order No. 53
(2020) | FAQ

Proclamation 20-25

Executive Order 9-20

Emergency Order No. 12

Advises individuals to avoid eating or drinking at bars, restaurants, and food courts, but permits the use of
drive-through, delivery, or pickup options.

Provides that the restrictions do not prohibit people from visiting a variety of places, including grocery
stores, gas stations, parks, and banks, so long as the necessary precautions are maintained to reduce the
transmission of COVID-19.

Requires all food service, restaurants, self-serve buffets, salad bars, unpackaged self-serve food services,
bars, taverns, etc. to close, but permits such food service to operate on a limited basis (i.e., via delivery,
drive-through, or pickup options).

Prohibits any restaurant, bar, or establishment that offers food or drink from permitting on-premises
consumption of food or drink, but permits such establishments to continue to offer food for take-out and by
delivery.

Prohibits gatherings of 10+ patrons/customers in a single room.
Allows essential services to remain open, including gas stations and convenience stores and restaurants that

prepare and serve food for consumption off-premises.

Allows essential services to remain open, including gas stations and businesses needed for transportation,
convenience stores, and restaurants that prepare and serve food for consumption off-premises.

Allows essential services to remain open, including gas stations and businesses needed for transportation,
convenience stores, and restaurants that prepare and serve food for consumption off-premises.



https://sdsos.gov/general-information/executive-actions/executive-orders/assets/2020-08.PDF
https://sdsos.gov/general-information/executive-actions/executive-orders/assets/2020-08.PDF
https://gov.texas.gov/uploads/files/press/EO-GA_08_COVID-19_preparedness_and_mitigation_FINAL_03-19-2020_1.pdf
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-issues-executive-orders-in-accordance-with-federal-guidelines-to-mitigate-spread-of-covid-19-in-texas
https://coronavirus.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/Restaurant-Pub-Hlth-Order-1.pdf
https://coronavirus.utah.gov/state-orders-restaurants-bars-to-suspend-dine-in-services/
https://governor.vermont.gov/sites/scott/files/documents/EO%2001-20%20Declaration%20of%20State%20of%20Emergency%20in%20Response%20to%20COVID-19%20and%20National%20Guard%20Call-Out.pdf
https://governor.vermont.gov/sites/scott/files/documents/EO%2001-20%20Declaration%20of%20State%20of%20Emergency%20in%20Response%20to%20COVID-19%20and%20National%20Guard%20Call-Out.pdf
https://governor.vermont.gov/sites/scott/files/documents/ADDENDUM%202%20TO%20EXECUTIVE%20ORDER%2001-20_0.pdf
https://governor.vermont.gov/sites/scott/files/documents/ADDENDUM%202%20TO%20EXECUTIVE%20ORDER%2001-20_0.pdf
https://governor.vermont.gov/press-release/governor-phil-scott-announces-new-guidance-covid-19-community-mitigation-measures
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/executive-actions/EO-53-Temporary-Restrictions-Due-To-Novel-Coronavirus-(COVID-19).pdf
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/executive-actions/EO-53-Temporary-Restrictions-Due-To-Novel-Coronavirus-(COVID-19).pdf
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/governor-of-virginia/pdf/Frequently-Asked-Questions-Regarding-EO-53.pdf
https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/proclamations/20-25%20Coronovirus%20Stay%20Safe-Stay%20Healthy%20%28tmp%29%20%28002%29.pdf
https://www.wvinsurance.gov/Portals/0/pdf/pressrelease/WVStayHomeOrder.pdf?ver=2020-03-23-152606-773
https://evers.wi.gov/Documents/COVID19/EMO12-SaferAtHome.pdf
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Allows essential services to remain open, including gas stations and businesses needed for transportation,
convenience stores, and restaurants that prepare and serve food for consumption off-premises.

Wyoming



