
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA 

BRUNSWICK DIVISION 
 
 
PHILIP MORRIS USA INC., et al.,   
  

Plaintiffs,  
  

v.  
  
UNITED STATES FOOD AND DRUG 
ADMINISTRATION, et al.,   
  

 Defendants. 
  

  
 
 
 
 

Civil Action No. 2:24-cv-00143 
  

 
NOTICE OF APPEAL 

 All Defendants hereby appeal to the United States Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit 

from the final judgment issued on September 3, 2025, ECF No. 69, and all prior orders and opinions 

merged into the judgment, including but not limited to the Court’s order issued on August 29, 2025, 

ECF No. 68. 
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Dated: October 27, 2025 
 
      

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
ERIC J. HAMILTON 
Deputy Assistant Attorney General 
 
MARGARET E. HEAP 
United States Attorney 
 
ERIC B. BECKENHAUER  
Assistant Branch Director 
 
/s/ Stephen M. Pezzi 
STEPHEN M. PEZZI 
Florida Bar No. 1041279 
Senior Trial Counsel 
United States Department of Justice 
Civil Division, Federal Programs Branch 
1100 L Street NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
Tel: (202) 305-8576 
Email: stephen.pezzi@usdoj.gov 
 
/s/ O. Woelke Leithart       
Idaho Bar No. 9257 
Assistant United States Attorney 
U.S. Attorney's Office 
Post Office Box 8970  
Savannah, Georgia  31412 
Telephone:  (912) 652-4422 
E-mail: Woelke.Leithart@usdoj.gov 
 
Counsel for Defendants 
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